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Abstract:

The exploitation of fossil fuels is integral to modern living and has been a key element of the rapid
technological, social, and cultural changes of the past 250 years. Although such changes have brought
undeniable benefits, this exploitation has contributed to a burden of iliness through pollution of local and
regional environments, and is the dominant cause of climate change. This pattern of development is
therefore unsustainable at a global level. At the same time, about 2.4 billion of the world's population,
disadvantaged by lack of access to clean energy, are exposed to high levels of indoor air pollutants from the
inefficient burning of biomass fuels. Even in high-income countries, many people live in fuel poverty, and
throughout the world, increasingly sedentary lifestyles (to which fossil-fuel-dependent transport systems
contribute) are leading to chronic disease and injuries. Energy security is also an issue of growing concern
to many governments in both the developed and developing world, and a potential source of international
tension and conflict. In this Series, we examine the opportunities to improve health, reduce climate effects,
and promote development through realistic adjustments in the way energy and food are produced and
consumed.
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Resource Description

Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Air Pollution, Indoor Environment, Other Exposure, Unspecified Exposure
Air Pollution: Other Air Pollution
Air Pollution (other): Biomass fuel burning
Geographic Feature: ™
resource focuses on specific type of geography
None or Unspecified
Geographic Location: @
resource focuses on specific location

Global or Unspecified
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Health Co-Benefit/Co—Harm (Adaption/Mitigation): &

specification of beneficial or harmful impacts to health resulting from efforts to reduce or cope with
greenhouse gases

A focus of content
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
General Health Impact
Intervention: X
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Mitigation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Low Socioeconomic Status, Pregnant Women
Resource Type: @
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Timescale: &
time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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